« By the King. 
A Proclamation touching the Corporation 


of Bever. makers of London, and to reſtrain the Import- 
ing of forrain Hats, and the wear ing of Demy⸗ caſters 


within his Majeſties Dominions. 
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. j Hereas, notwithſtanding the Princely care of Our late dear and 


| Royall Father King ) 4 «= s of bleſſed memozy, foꝛ the neceſſary 
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maintenance and pꝛeſervation ok the Manufacture of Hats and 
] Caps within this Kingdome, in p2ohibiting by ſeverall Pꝛotla⸗ 

mations the Impoꝛtation into the ſame from foꝛrain parts, of any 
Hats 02 Caps whatſoever, either w2ought oꝛ half wzought , upon 
pain of the fozfeiture of the ſame; We now finde that abundance of 
Hats and Caps, aſwell of Bever-ſtuffe, oꝛ Bever-Wwooll, as of other 
Wooll and materialls made c w2ought in foꝛrain parts, are frequently impoꝛted into this 
our Kingdome, to the great impoveriſhment and depziving of multitudes ok Our pooꝛ 
ſubjects of their livelihood and implopment. 

Wee tendꝛing the common good of our ſaid ſubjects, and that foꝛ the time to come they 
may be enabled to live, and maintain themſelves and families, by their honeſt labours in 
their ſaid trades; And that the Art and Myſterie of makingo2 wozking of Hats and Caps 
of Bever ſtuffe oz Bever-wooll within Our ſaid Kingdome, may be regulated in a juſt 
and oꝛderly way, without the deceits and abuſes now pꝛactiſed in the ſame, (the wearing 
of Bever Hats being of late times become much in uſe, eſpecially by thoſe of ſozt and qua⸗ 
lity ) Have thought fit to incoꝛpoꝛate ſundꝛy perſons Free-men of London, expert in the 
art of making oz wozking Hats and Caps of Bever ſtuffe oz Bever-wooll, who acco2d- 
ingly are to gobern the ſaid trade, and may be anſwerable to Us foz the ſame. 

And therefoze wee do ſtraightly charge and command all perſon and perſons whatſoever, 
aſwell Our naturall bozn ſubjects, as denizens o2 ſtrangers, That they oꝛ any of them 
directly oꝛ indirectly, do not from hentefoꝛth at any time oꝛ times hereafter, impozt, convey, 
92 bing, 02 cauſe to be impoꝛted, conveyed, oꝛ bꝛought into Dur Realm of England o: Domt- 
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nion of Wales, any Hats o2 Caps of Bever, o2 other Hats oꝛ Caps, of what condition 02 
loꝛt ſoever, made, w2ought oz half w2ought, 02 hereafter to be made, w2ought o2 half 
Wꝛought, in any parts beyond the Seas, to be ſold o2 put to ſale here. And that no perſon 
o2 perſons Whatſoever, after the twelfth day of Auguſt next coming, ſhall (ell oz put to 
ſale, oꝛ ſhall habe in their hauſes oꝛ ſhops, to ſell oꝛ put to ſale, any of the ſaid foꝛrain Hats, 
02 Caps, already impozted into this Our Realm of England, and Dominion of Wales, 
upon pain of the iofſe and fozfeiture of the ſame, and ſuch further puniſhment as ſhall be 
meet foꝛ fuch their contempt, the one Half of which fozfeitures to be to the uſe of Us, 
Dur Heirs, and ſucceſſours, and the other half of the ſaid Bever hats oꝛ Hats mixt with 
Be ver ſo to be unpozted, to be tothe uſe of the ſaid Bever makers and their ſucceſſo2s; and the 
moity of all other Felts ſo to be impozted, to be to the uſe of the Company of Felt makers of 
London, and their ſucteſſoꝛs. 

And to the end that the ſaid Coꝛpoꝛation of Bever makers, Our naturall bozn Subjects, 
may be tonſtantly umploped in their laid Trade, We do hereby ſtraightly charge and command, 
that no perſon oꝛ perſons whatloever within Our ſaid Realme of England, oꝛ Dominion of 
wales, at any time oꝛ times hereafter , do pꝛeſume to uſe oꝛ crerciſe the Trade 02 Yyſtery of 
making oꝛ Wozking of Hats oꝛ Caps of Bever-ſtuffe 0225ever-wooll, to be ſold 02 put to ſale, 
unleſſe ſuch perſons have commonly uſed the ſaid Trade by the ſpace of two yeers laſt paſt, oꝛ 
have ſerved an Appꝛentiſhip to the ſame by the ſpace of ſeven yeers: And that no perſon oz per⸗ 
ſons whatloever, foꝛ the time to come, ſhall uſe oꝛ pꝛactiſe the ſaid Trade, unleſſe he oꝛ they 
have been oz lhall be firſt bound and brought up as Apprentice oꝛ Appꝛentites in the ſame 
Trade by the ſpace of ſeven yeers at the leaſt, and are 02 ſhall be members of the ſaiv Coꝛpoꝛa⸗ 
tion, upon pain of Our high dilpleaſizre, and ſuch puniſhments as (hall be meet fo2 the of- 
fenders herein, foꝛ ſuch their contempts of Our Royall commands, and the loſſe and foz- 
feiture of all ſuch Bever hats and Caps as (hall be ſo made, to be ſeized to Our ule, the one 
moitie to be to Us, Our Hears and DucceTours; and the other moilie to beto the Company of 
2Bever-makers and their ſucteſſours. And we do hereby declare, that there1s no Intention 
by the ſaid Charter made to the ſaid Bever makers, oꝛ any Gant therein cencerning ſearch 
to be made by them, that the power of ſcarch formerly granted to the Compary of Yaberdaſhers 
of London, oꝛ tothe Company of Felt makers of London, ſhouldin any ſo2t be impeached. 

And foꝛ that divers of Our Subjects have Heretofoze found inconvemence in the uſe of 
Bever Hats intermixt with other hair oz ſtuffe then Bever, Wee do therefoze ſtraight- 
ly charge and command, thai no Bever makers whatſoever from hencefozth ſhall make 
any Hats oz Caps but of pure Bever, and that in the making oz wozking thereof, they 
oꝛ any ok them ſhall not intermix, uſe, oꝛ wozk, oꝛ cauſe to be intermired, uſed, 02 wꝛought, 
any hair, wooll, oz ſtuffe whatſoever, other then good and perfect Bever, upon pain of 
the loſſe and fozfeiture of the lame, the one moitie to Us, Our Heirs, and Succeſſozs; 
and the other to ſuch as ſhall ſeize the ſame. And Our Will and pleaſure is, that if upon any 
ſearch to be made by the ſaidCompany of Haberdaſhers of London, oꝛ by the ſaid Company of 
WBever-makers, there ſhall be found in any of the houſes, ſhops, wWare-houles oꝛ Wozk-houles, 
of any of the ſaid Bever makers, oꝛ in any other place foz their oꝛ any of their uſes, any hair, 


wooll, oꝛ ſtuffe whatloe ver uled in making of Hats oꝛ Caps other then Bever-ſtuffe onelp, 
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That then the ſame ſhall be letʒed by luch of the ſaid Companies of Habervaſhers and Berer 
makers as ſhall ſo findethe ſa ne as foꝛteited, the one half thereof to be to Is, Our Hears, oꝛ 
Ducceſſours, and the other halt thereok to ſuch of the ſaid Companies as ſhall fo finde and letze 
the ſame, And Our further will and plealure is, That if the ſaid Company ok haberdaſhers, 
oꝛ the laid Company of Bever makers, upon any ſearch by them, oz either of them to be made, 
ſhall finde any deteitfull Bever-Hats, oꝛ Caps, that then the ſame ſhall by them that (hal! 
lo finde the lame, be ſetzedandcarried to the Guild. Hall of Our Citie of London, there to be tried by 
Jurp, and in caſe they ſhall be there condemned foꝛ ſuch, then the ſame to be tonſumed by fire; 
The ſaid Charter of Incoꝛpoꝛation made to the ſaid Company ok Bever-makers,o2 any Gant, 
power oꝛ thing therein contained to the contrary thereof inanp wile notwithſtanding. 

And foꝛaſmuch as a ſoꝛt of Hatts called Demytaſters, wherein ſome Bever is interned, 
are now found not to be ulefull in Our Domintons, Our will and x leaſure therefoꝛe is, and we 
do ſtraightly charge and command, That from hence foꝛth no Haberdaſhers, noꝛ makers of De- 
mycalters, noꝛ other Hat makers o2 perſons whatlocver, akter Midlomer day next, ſhall ut- 
ter, oꝛ ſell any Hat oꝛ Hats called Demycaſters, oꝛ other Hats wherein Bever ſhall be mired 
oꝛ wꝛought, with other materials by retayl, oz have any liich Hats in their houſes oꝛ Shops 
to utter oꝛſell by retayl to any of Our Subjects, oꝛ others, to be woꝛne within any Our Do- 
minions: And that none of Our Subjects after one yeer next enluing, hall wear any Demx⸗ 
caſters, oꝛ other Hat wherein any Bever Wooll, oz Bever ſtuffe is mixt, 02 W2onght with other 
materials within Dur ſaid Domintons, upon pain of the loſſe and foꝛfeiture of the ſame to be 
ſetzed and taken to Our uſe, the one half thereof to be to Us, Our Heirs and Succeſſours, 
and the other half to ſuch as (hall ſeize the lame, and upon ſuch further penalties as ſhall be 
meet foꝛ ſuch their tontempts. 

Nevertheleſſe, being infozmed that the ſaid Demycaſters, wherein Bever is mixt with 
other materials, are uſe full and deſired in kozraia parts: We are pleaſed that the ſaid Makers 
thereof, and other Hat- makers (other then the laid Bever⸗makers) may ſtill make the ſaid 
Dempcaſters; And that they, oꝛ any Haberdaſhers may ſell the ſame to Merchants in groſſe, 
and not otherwiſe, to be by them tranſpozted krom the Pozt of London onely, into parts beyond 
the ſcas, ⁊to be there vented. And that Our Royallintention herein may be duely obler ved, We 
do hereby ſtraightly charge # conzmand, That no Demptaſter⸗makers, o2 other Hat-makers, 
that ſhall hereafter make any Demycaſterso2 Hats wherin any Bever-wooll oꝛ Bever-ltuffe is 
intermired with other materials, ſhall directly oꝛ indirectly ſell,o2 put to ſale any Dempycalters 02 
Hats wherein Bcver-woell is nuxt with other materials to any perſon 62 perſons whatlo⸗ 
ever, befoꝛe he o2 they firſt bꝛing the ſame to the common Hall oꝛ meeting place of the ſaid Be- 
ver- makers in Our laid Citie of London, there from time to time (as they ſhall beſo bꝛought) to 
be immediately marked (without fee oꝛ dutie) upon the banding plate of the ſame Hats with 
the letter D, that ſo they may thereby be known to be Demptaſters, oz Hats wherein Sever 
is mixt with other materials; And that no perſon oꝛ perſons whatſoever, do hereafter buy, oz 
cauſe to be bought any ſuch Demycaſters oꝛ mixt Hats befoꝛe they have been ſo marked with 
the laid letter D, upon pain of the loſſe and fozfeiture of the lame Hats, and ſuch further penal- 
ties and puniſhments as (hall be meet fo2 contempt of Dur Royall commands herein. And 
We do hereby further charge and cominand, that from heacefozth no Yerchants oz others 
ſhall impoꝛt oꝛ bzing into this Our Realme any Bever-wooll,o2Bever-ſtuffe nured with land, 
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02 any other Uuike whatſcever, to malie it weigh heabp, oꝛ whereby the lud 2Zever-wool o2 
Be ver: ſtuffe ſhall be cozrupted o2 1:194ired, under the pinalite ofthe lofſe and forfeiture there- 
of, to be ſ{13edtoOuruſe, by ſuch perſon o2 perſons as ſhall diſcover the lame, and to be further 
puniſhed as ſhall be thought niect , the one moitie whereok to be to As, Dur Heirs, and Duc- 
ceſſours, and the other moitie to be to the ſaid Coꝛpoꝛation of Bever makers, and their ſuc- 
ceſſours, and alſo upon pain of Oar high diſpleaſure, and ſuch penalties and pumſhments,as 
by the Laws and Statutes of this Realme, o2 otherwiſe may be inflicted on the offenders 
inthe pzemilles foꝛ their contempt andneglect of Our Royall will and Commandment here- 
in. And foꝛ the accompliſhment of this Our pleaſure , We do hereby ſtraightly charge and 
tommand all Cuſtomers,Comptrollers,and other Officers of Dur Poꝛts to whom it ſhall ap⸗ 
pertain, and all Farmours of Our Cuſtomes now, and foꝛ the tune being, their Clarks and ſub- 
ſtitutes, that they, and everie of them do foꝛbear to take any Entries of any Bever Hats, Felt- 
Hats 02 Caps, oꝛ any other Hats o: Caps of what nature, qualitie, oz condition ſoe ver made, 
wꝛought, oꝛ half wꝛought beyond the Seas, that ſhall be bꝛought into this Realme,oz Domi⸗ 
mon of w ales, by any perſon oz perſons whatſoever. And likewiſe all Puſtices of Peace, Mai⸗ 
625, Sheriffcs , Cuſtomers, Comptrollers, Scarchers, and other Officers and Qiniſters 
whatſoever, to whom it ſhall appertain, that they and everie of them, in their ſeverall Offices 
and places reſpectively, be carefuil to their and everie of their powers, that Our Intention 
herein befoze mentioned be fully crecuted by all lawfull means whatſoever; And that they, and 
every of them be aiding, favouring, and aſſiſting to the Paſter, wardens, Aſſiſtants and 
Coninunaltyof Bever makers of London, oꝛ their Depu:1ies, Agents, o2 Officers foꝛ the tune 
being in the pꝛemiſles actoꝛding to Our pleaſure herein declared, as they will anſwer foz the 


contrary at their perils, 


Given at Our Court at V Vhitchall, this ſix and twentieth day of May, in the four- 
teenth yeer of Our Reign. 


God ſave the King. 


— 


glmprintcd at London by Robert Barker, Printer 


to the Kings moſt Excellent Majeſtie: And hy 
the Aſsignes of John Bill. 1638. 
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